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PROSPECTUS. 









Tue rapid and brilliant improvements which have latterly 
marked the pregress of Medical and Physical Science, have 
directed to its prosecution a degree of attention and zeal hi- 
therto unprecedented in the history of the human mind. For 
these propitious results we are chiefly indebted to a more ju- 
dicious method of inquiry than was known. to our ancestors, 
and in no small degree, to the abundance of labourers, who 
have recently entered into this most extensive field of investi- 
gation. In no age have greater talents been enlisted in the 
cause of philosophy; and, in their application, results are pro- 
mised, more flattering to the powers of the human intellect, and 
more auspicious to the interests of mankind, than have yet en- 
couraged the diligence of learning, or rewarded the enterprize 
of genius. It is honourable to our national character, and gra- 
tifying to patriotic pride, to.reflect, that to these great objects 
American talent and zeal have largely contributed. 

With a view to aid, by our humble labours, the cause of Me- 
dical and Physical knowledge ; to furnish a convenient channel 
of communication to the cultivators of science ; and to preserve 


every fact which may conduce to rational inquiry and practical 


improvement, the present Journal has been projected. Pledged 


to no party or sect, while the Editors will offer, with freedom, 
their opinions and observations on the different subjects which 


fall within their province, they will, with entire candour and im- 
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partiality, afford the same means of publicity, by their pages, 
to those whose opinions may differ, however widely ; and it 
may be proper to add, that several gentlemen eminent in sci- 
ence, whose theoretical views are entirely opposite, have pro- 
mised their hearty co-operation and aid. 
This work shall consist exclusively of original materials, and 
will be divided into three principal parts : 
1. Original Communications on Medicine and the collateral 
branches of Science. 
2..Reviews of Original Publications. ‘This portion of the 
work to be devoted to a critical examination and analysis 
of American Medical and Philosophical writings. 
3. Medical and Philosophical Intelligence. In the composi- 
tion of this portion of the Journal, the principal new pub- 
lications, both of Europe and America, will be carefully 


searched, and every improvement diligently and promptly 


noted. 
JOHN W. FRANCIS, 


JACOB DYCKMAN, 
JOHN B. BECK. 


1 Communications, addressed to E. Briss & E. Wuarre, No. 128 


Broadway, or to either of the Eprrors, New-York, are respectfully 
solicited. 








